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stituted by the Versailles treaties with the Southern States,
wished to contract relations, of unreserved friendship with
Austria-Hungary. He repeated this on the I4th, with the
formal notification that Germany was constituted anew;
and this time Beust could not avoid replying that, in the
unification of Germany under Prussian leading, he recog-
nised an act of historical significance, an achievement of the
first rank in the modern development of Europe, and
politely expressing the hope that the two neighbour-States
might get on amicably together.

After the revolt of the Parisian Communists, that event
(as well as the apparition of the Internationale ^ to which
great importance was attached by the press) was utilised to
bring to pass a coalition of the Conservative Powers against
the uprising Republican-Socialistic forces, and this time
with some success j for Beust declared his readiness to join
such a coalition within certain limits. Indeed, he sent in
an elaborate essay upon the means of contending against
the Socialist agitation, and a conference of Austrian and
Prussian plenipotentiaries was arranged for the purpose of
discussing the subject. But what Bismarck had chiefly in
view when he mooted this question, namely, an alliance of
Germany, Russia and Austria-Hungary against the revolu-
tionary party and other adversaries, was not achieved. It
came to pass, however, when Andrassy succeeded Beust, at
least during the Emperor Francis Joseph's visit to Berlin,
where he met the Czar; and thenceforth the relations
between Austria and Germany improved gradually until
they assumed a friendly character, leading eventually (when
the connection of both Powers with Russia became troubled)
to the alliance at which Bismarck had aimed for many years
past.

The improvement above alluded to manifested itself in the